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OCCUPIED TERRITORIES
REFERENCE: ASTATE 151838 TEL AVIV 3874 AND 3899
"4, TEL AVIV REFTELS OUTLINE LATESY ISRAELI STATEMENTS OF %
INTENT TO EXPAND ISRAELT SFETTLEMENTS IN OCCUPIED TERRITQRIES
WHICH HAVE PROMPTED MOUNTIMG EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN FROM
SAUDTIS INCLUMING KING FAISAL AS REPORTED IN SEVERAL RECENT
JINDA MESSAGES, EMBASSY wlil RECALL OUR EFFORTS AT END OF
1973 TO SEEK TN WOLD DNWN PRESS ARTICLES IN ISRAEL ABOUT
ALLEGED PLANS TO ESTABLISH NEW ISRAELY SETTLEMENTS IN
TERRITORTES, FEFFORT WAS HAMPERED BY ABSENCE OF PRESS
CENSORSHIP IN TSRAEL ONM ANY BUT PURELY MILITARY MATTERS AND
ALGD BY STRONG OPPOSITION ON PART OF INDIVIDUAL ISRAELIS
IN MIGH PLACFS TN ANY WITHPRAWAL FROM TERRITORIES, THESE.
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TSRAFELTYS ARE ARLF YO PLANT AUTHORIVATIVE~SOUNDING REPORTS

IN PRESS ARGUT ALLFGFD SFTTLFMFNT PLANS,

2, AS EMBASSY KNQOWS WF APPRMACHED GOI IN NOVEMBER RE PRESS
ARTICLF PREQTCTING IMMINFNT DISCUSSION 8Y MINISTERIAL
FOMMTITTEF FUR SETTLEMENT IN ADMINISTERED TERRITORIES OF
PLAN TN DQlBLE ISKAELT SFTTLFR POPULATIGN IN BOLAN HEIGHTS,

. SAVIMG wF FELT SUCH STNRTES WERE MOST UNHELPFUL TO MIDDLE

& FAST PFACE EFFNKTS, MRS, MEIR RFPLIED TWAT SE TOO

b COMSTODFRFD Pur‘IfITY OF THYS KINP TO BE UNMELPPUL, AL~
THOUGH sHé‘I»' PRINCIPLF FAVOREN FNLARGING ISRAELYI POPUm
LATINN IN GO an HETGHTS A4S NEENED FOR SECURITY REASONS,
SHF FXPLAIMEN THAT ZTONIST GRGANIZATION AND NOT GOI ITSELF
WAS SDURCE GF PRFSS STNRY AND wQouULD BE HARD YO MUZZLE,
SINCF MINISTFRYAL COMMITTEF NIN FxYST AND DID HWOLD DISCUS=
c SINNS OF SHCw MpATTERR, SKF AGREFD TO SEEK TO MUTE SUCH

o muRLTcTrY AND TP REST 0OF NUR RECOLLECTION, NO FURTMER

§ STORTES ""F THIS KINpD APPFARtH IN ISRAELI PRESS FOR ABOUT
©OTWO MONTKS,

3, On BASTS GF ABOVF FXPEPIENCE, WE ARE NOT SANGUINE THAT
§ FURTHER ADMUMISHMENT OF 60T NN PUBLICITY ALONE WILL BE

E FFFECTTIVE, NEVERTHELESS, TN VvTE¥ BIFFICULTIES SUCH

¥ PURLICTTY GENERATES TN USeARAB RFLATIONS, WE WANT TO TAKE
ANNTHER LiPK AT PRORLEM, TG ASSYST OUR REVIEW, WE WOULD
LIKE. (A) UPDATF NF EMBASSY TFL AVIVES ASSESSMENT OF
LIKELIMOND GNI ~TLL PKRFSS FORwARD wITH PLANS ALONG THESE
i INES RETWFEM M0Ow AND FNM NF YEAR, ANU (B) VIEWS OF
FMRASSY TilL AVTV UM WAYS 5NI MTGHT B8F INDUCED TQ TURN OFF
PURLTIC CNMMENTS ON EXPANPING SETTLEMENTS IN TERRITORIES,
RUNDDWM BRY EMBEASSY TFL AVIV ON ACTUAL ISRAELY SETTLEMENT
ACTIVITY I™ TERRTTNRTES SIMCE NCTORER WAR (ESPECIALLY NEW
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